
 

 
 

1st Sunday of Advent: In the Meantime 
 

1 December, 2019 
 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS, SILENT PRAYER 
 
THE ADVENT WREATH 
 



One: Advent is the human heart to wait, while trusting 
God’s eternal time. 
All: How long, O Lord, how long? 
One: For those waiting for answered prayer; 
All: Grant your steadfast patience. 
One: For those waiting in the fact of uncertainty: 
All: Grant unshakeable confidence in your sovereign 
provision. 
One: For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign. 
All: Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded 
world. 
One: For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come: 
All: Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as 
we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of 
Christ as we speak. 
 
Candle Lighting 
 
One: This morning we light the first candle which reminds 
us that throughout history, God’s people have spent time 
waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of 
God’s eternal plan. Like the people of old, we long for God’s 
presence to illuminate the areas of life where we are called 
to wait. This morning we echo the words of the Psalmist, 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take the 
courage; wait for the Lord!” 
 
* “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”               VU 18      
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

 
All: God of glory, we know that you are coming at 
an unexpected hour. Come to us now, in spirit and 
truth. Take us up into your presence, and make us 
ready for your reign of peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 

 
 



 

 

PREPARING TO LISTEN  MORE Voices 97 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 2:1-5 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest 
of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all 
the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 24:36-

44 
 

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son,  but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the 
field; one will be taken and one will be left.  Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for 



you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore, you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour. 

 
One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 
 

LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“WALK WITH ME”  UV 649 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger 

crude and bare, so may we with holy joy, pure and 
free from sin's alloy, all our costliest treasures 
bring, Christ, to you, our heavenly King.   (VU 81, 
v.3) 

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: As we offer these gifts, O God, 
All: May we follow the Way of Jesus with courage 

and faith. Amen. 
 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
 
*“Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness” VU 28   
    
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

One: Sisters and brothers in Christ,  
for the sake of the world that God so loves, let us pray. 



 

 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  
We pray for peace in every nation—  
that people will turn their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks 
and study war no more. 

Pray for the peace of the church. 
We pray for peace in Christ’s body—put an end to fear 
and fighting, and help us to proclaim in word and 
action the good news of salvation to all.  

Pray for the peace of this community. 
We pray for peace in this place—for safety in our 
homes and streets, for the prosperity of our neighbors, 
and for the health of family and friends.  

God of the future,  make us ready for the coming of 
your reign, when you will bring everlasting peace  
and renew the face of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
* “People Look East”                                               VU 9 
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 

One: May the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the 
Spirit’s joy surround you as you walk in the light of the 
Lord. 
 

* “Asithi: Amen” Voices United 431 



  
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009); Worship in the City: Prayers and Songs for Urban Settings, 
by Nancy Hardy. Toronto, 2015. 
 

 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION 1 DEC 2019 
Spiritual Care  

Paul said, “I’m going to die on February 23rd at 10:30 
a.m.” 

Paul has cancer. He was given three months to live 
but he has already surpassed that timeline by a month. In 
the meantime, his body continues to waste away and he 
is in constant pain. Here is a story from a United Church 
hospital chaplain about Paul. “I have been visiting Paul for 
several weeks in the palliative care unit of the hospital. He 
has called me in on this particular day to tell me that he 
has requested medical assistance in dying, and the date 
and time for the procedure are set. 

“I sit and listen while he talks about the decision he 
has made, how he came to it, and how his family 
members are reacting to it. Our conversation that 
afternoon is heartfelt and real. There is no place for 
pretense or false bravado in the presence of imminent 



 

 

death. It is a sacred moment. We say a prayer together. 
My eyes tear up as we say our goodbyes. I know it will be 
the last time I see him.” 

A hospital is not only a place for physical care; it is 
very much a place for spiritual care. It is here that difficult 
decisions, life and death decisions, are made on a daily 
basis. Illness can turn lives upside down. Hospital 
chaplains are specifically trained to help patients and their 
families find ways to cope spiritually and emotionally in 
such times of personal crisis and upheaval. 

“My name is Val Cottrill and I work with the South 
Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy of The United Church 
of Canada helping to bring spiritual care into the hospitals 
of Regina. This essential ministry could not happen 
without the generous giving of members and adherents 
through Mission & Service. Thank you for being a part of 
our ministry.” 

 
Last week’s sermon summary  
 

Today is the Reign of Christ Sunday. Some call it 
Christ the King. According to the church calendar, this is 
the last Sunday of the liturgical year. I believe that is part 
of the reason why we have the text today, that is, to show 
the end of Jesus’ ministry. We read how Jesus was 
arrested and crucified.  This text allows the church to 
remember one of the very last moments of Jesus ministry 
on earth. In that story, Pontius Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you 
the King of Jews?” Pilate has a problem. Pilate’s fear was 
that if Jesus were really a king, his only understanding of 
a king was that of the Roman type. If that is true, his job 
may be in jeopardy. So on the cross, there was a sign to 
mock Jesus, “The King of the Jews.” That began the early 
church’s understanding of Jesus, a king. 
 In 2019, how much we know about king? We are 
Canadians, and we haven’t experienced a king! What 



about the queen? What about the monarchy?  Should we 
ask Don Cherry for his opinion? Some early followers may 
want Jesus to be their king. I am not sure Jesus wants to 
be king. The Reign of Christ is focusing on showing 
people how God’s people should live.  

That is not to say he is not interested in the affairs of 
this earth. He is saying if he has a kingdom, his kingdom 
is different from the way human kingdoms treat people. I 
say that again, Jesus has no interest to be a king, but if he 
were a king, the poor will be cared for, the hungry will 
have enough food to eat, the outcast will be welcome, 
women will not be treated as properties of men, power will 
be shared, he will fight for equal job equal pay. He will set 
policies that challenge us to live differently, to be merciful, 
caring, and loving. If Jesus were a king, he will not reject 
refugees from entering his country. Instead Jesus will bind 
their wounds, feed them food, protect them from harm. 
Jesus is a kind of king who is crazy for a justice where 
thirst, hunger, nakedness, corruption, abuse, will be no 
more. He cares about homeless, stateless people.  He 
cares about orphans and widows. Aboriginals, 
immigrants. When answering the question: Who is our 
neighbor, Jesus gives us the parable of the Good 
Samaritans. Jesus’ kingdom is full of Samaritans. 

NO, this is not Good Friday.  No this is not the end, but 
a new beginning is about to unfold. No, I am not just 
talking about here at South Arm United, even though it 
applies! We need to turn a new page. Humanity needs to 
turn a new page. What is happening in the US, in Israel, in 
China and everywhere directly challenges humanity’s 
future, those events potentially stop us from moving 
forward as people.  This is 2019 going into 2020. If we 
have ever learned anything from the past, we pray to God 
in a new liturgical year, we need to be more 
compassionate, wiser, loving. Don’t be afraid to turn a 
new page. 
 


